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NATIONAL WOMAN'S PAR’ 


OBJECT 
secure women complete equality with men under the law and in 
relationships in particular to’ secure the adoption ‘of the 

oman’s 
THE PROPOSED EQUAL BRIGHTS AMENDMENT 
**art. 1—Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the United 

States and every place subject to its jurisdiction. 
‘‘Art, 2—Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 


Introduced 


Senator Townsend 
Feb. ;. 19387, (Senate Joint Resolution No. 65). 


House—By resentative Ludlow, (Ind.), Jan. 5, 1987, (House 


Joint ution No. 1) 
Present Status 


Senate—Bef Judiciary Commi recommitted 198 
by Senate Judiciary Committee March 


report by sub-judiciary committee June 28, 1987. 
ie Judiciary Committee; favorable report by sub- 


t 
committee June 16, 19387. 


‘“Fhe members of the 


undertake that 
the right of vote shall net be denied or abridged 


ual 
the 


(Del.), and Senator Burke, (Neb.), 


to Senate 
21, 1988; favorable ~ 


Why A Lopsided Survey? 


HE State Labor Commissioner of New Jersey, 
reporting recently to Governor A. Harry Moore 
on a survey of conditions erning employment of 
women in industry, said: “I feel the data submitted 
should convince any of our citizens, who have been 
reluctant to endorse minimum wage efforts, of the 
necessity of the state giving help and protection to 
those who are unable, under hig competitive cir- 
cumstances, to take care of themselves.” 


The survey, made by volunteer workers, under the 
direction of Mrs. Helene N. Simmons, of the Consum- 
ers League, showed that at least 100,000 women and 
minors in industry in the state are being paid less 
than $11 to $12 per week, which State Labor Com- 
missioner Toohey told the New Jersey Governor is 
the amount required for bare necessities of life in that 
state. The Governor likewise was told that from $19 
to $22 would be necessary for adequate sustenance. 

The survey may be entirely correct, but the fact 
remains that it deals with and covers only women and 
minors and does not cover men in the same brackets. 

Any solution which deals with women as a class 
apart from men workers in the same competition is 
bound to be to the disadvantage of women, since men 
in the same industries would be free to bargain for 
whatever wage they could get. In other words this is 
no solution. 

The Commissioner states that the data submitted 


“should convince any of our citizens, who have been 


reluctant to endorse minimum wage efforts, of the 
necessity of the state giving help and protection to 
those who are unable under highly competitive cir- 
cumstances, to take care of themselves.” However, 
those who are unable to take care of themselves are 
not only women, but both men and women. Appar- 
ently the effort in most states in dealing with the 
— is not to enact laws for the protection of all, 
ut only women. The result is that women lose their 
jobs and the wage is lowered, since men underbid 
the legally established minimum for women, and 
women are eliminated from the competition. — 

Why should a survey of labor conditions in order 
to ascertain the advisability of minimum wage laws, 
deal with women as a class apart, rather than deal- 
ing with both men and women workers in the same 
industries? Even in the case of an industry which at 
= employs only women, why should laws regu- 

ting the workers specify “women workers” instead 
of merely “workers”? There is no certainty that the 
employees will always be women. If the laws dealing 
with Labor follow the pattern of the new nation-wide 
Wage-Hour law, they will not place women in a class 
apart, but will deal with the job and worker, regard- 
less of sex. 

Many of those who advocate so-called protective laws 
for women only, state that they desire protective labor 
laws for all workers, but are using women as an enter- 
ing wedge, knowing full well that it is an injustice to 
women to do so. 

It is medieval to divide workers into classes and 
deal with them separately on a sex basis. The only 
division into classes should be according to ability and 
skill and the service performed. Surveys, therefore, 
dealing with those workers “unable to take care of 
themselves under highly competitive circumstances,” 
should cover both men and women, since both are 
affected. A lopsided survey and laws based upon it 
result in adding women to the relief rolls and at the 
same time, in lowering the wage scale for men in the 
same competition. 
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" THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 
wh ‘‘Art. 1—The contracting States that the ratification of this 
Hid, Treaty men and women shall have ual Rights througheut the 
Treaty men and women shail have qual 
Signed 
Hy: By Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay, and Uruguay, at Montevideo, De- 
| cember, 1983. 
PROPOSED EQUALITY 4MENDMENTS TO COVENANT 
Or LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
My in their respective countries 
Ht ‘‘The members of the e undertake that in their respective countries 
+e ing nationality.’’ 
if ‘“Phe members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
+f men and women shall have equal rights in all other fields.’’ 
7 ‘The members of the League undertake that there shall be both men and 
Fe women, with full voting powers, in all delegations to the Ceuncil and As. 
y sembly of the League and to all Conferences under the auspices of the 
i Present Status 
{ | Before the League of Nations Committee on Status of Women. 
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O NCE again the National Woman’s Party makes 
ready for its Biennial Convention. This year the 
Convention is to be held in Detroit, Michigan, on Octo- 
ber 7, 8 and 9, at the Book-Cadillac H 


A convention of the Woman’s Party is always sig- 
nificant, but this year there is added significance in 
the fact that it is the first since the proposed Equal 
Rights Amendment to the Federal Constitution was 
reported to a branch of 
Congress, after nearly fif- 


Convention Important To Amendment Campaign 


times. Nevertheless, three years later Congress voted 
to submit the Amendment to the states and its ratifi- 
cation in record time was conclusive proof of the fact 
that it represented the will of the people. 


The Equal Rights Amendment will be reintroduced 
at the beginning of the Seventy-sixth Congress and 
will again come before the Judiciary Committee of both 
Houses. It will have the prestige of two favorable 
reports of the sub-commit- 
tees in both Houses and the 


teen years of effort. 
Alone, at first, in its ad- 

vocacy of equal rights be- 

tween men and women and 


NATIONAL 'WOMAN’S PARTY 


fact that it was reported to 
the Senate by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. Sen- 

ator Borah’s motion return- 


in insisting that 1938 Biennial Convention ing 
ly to citizens alike, October on commi upli- 
regardless of sex, the Wo- 7, 8, and 9 cated similar action by 


man’s Party has _ consist- 
ently adhered to this prin- 
ciple of equality through- 
out its existence. Finally, 
after years of effort, fif- 
teen other national organi- 
zations and more than one 
hundred state and local or- 
ganizations of women have 
joined in the campaign to 
free women of the United 
States from legal shackles 
resulting from sex preju- 
dice, or a mistaken idea of 
protecting women to the 
point of rendering them ir- 
responsible and helpless to 
help themselves. 

In many instances senti- 
ment for the Amendment 
has resulted from a person- 
al understanding of its ne- 
cessity, as with business 
women who find their ef- 
forts to make a living 
hampered by unequal laws. 
In others, growing support 
of the Amendment has 
come as a result of therapid 
Increase in the number of 
educated women and their 
understanding of the uncer- 


BOOK-CADILLAC HOTEL, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


(Tentative Program) 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 
9:00 a. m. to 8:00 p. m.—Registration of Delegates and 
Visitors, Ballroom Corridor. 
1:00 p. m—Sightseeing Trip to Greenfield Village and 
Edison Institute—Transportation provided. 
4:30 p. m.—Reception to Delegates and Visitors. 
8:00 p.m—Formal Opening of the Convention; 
of First Business Ses- 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8 
9:00 a. m. to 6:00 p. m.—Registration of Delegates and 
Visitors, Ballroom Corridor. 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon—Second Business Session. 
12:00 Noon to 6:30 p.m—Voting by Dele for Na- 
tional Officers and Counc 


Corridor. 


12:30 Noon—Luncheon; Reunion of the Suffrage Pris- 
oners and Pickets, 


2:30 p.m.—Third Business Session. : 

6:30 p. m.—Banquet; Theme: “The Need for the Im- 
mediate Passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment.” 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9 


9:30 a. m. to 10:30 a. m—Breakfast; short talks by 


eve of various groups. 
aa Report and announcement of New 
cers. 


2:00 p. m.—National Council Meeting required by 
Constitution. 


others during the suffrage 
campaign, when dilatory 
tactics focused attention on 
the measure and strength- 
ened the resolve of its goa 
ponents to redouble their 
efforts in its behalf. 

The rapidity with which 
the Amendment moves this 
year will depend entirely 
upon the efforts of women. 
Campaigns are won back in 
the states where voters ac- 
— their Congressional 

elegations with their de- 
sires. It is inconceivable 
that women should not be 
aware of the necessity for 
speed in a world aflame 
with prejudice and con- 


_ fused thinking and with na- 


tion after nation depriving 
women of hard earned, but 
not always jealously guard- 
ed gains. It therefore be- 
hooves women of the United 
States to secure for them- 
selves a guarantee of their 
rights as citizens in the 


Federal Constitution, on 


which our government is 
based, and the only place 


tain position of women of 8:00 p. m.—Democrac 


the nation today, because Women Nominees for 


they have not in the funda- 


these rights can be secured 


mental law of the land, the 
Federal Constitution, the 
protection assured other citizens. 


The National Woman’s Party, non-partisan and com-— 


posed of women of all shades of political belief, finds 
that the Equal Rights Amendment is steadily emerg- 
ing from the political shadows throughout the country, 
and finding favor, is becoming firmly established in the 


minds of thinking men and women as a principle so 


correct it cannot be dismissed with a wave of the hand. 
It was so with the Suffrage Amendment in the days 


immediately preceding victory, and those who worked 


in the Suffrage Campaign years ago see in the present 
situation in regard to the Equal Rights Amendment 
a striking similarity between the two. In 1917 the 


major political parties, in ostrich fashion, buried their 


heads in the sand and refused to see the signs of the 


for Women Rally; to honor : 
Congtens. degree of perma- 
Women of the National 
Woman’s Party have not 


dissipated their energies in all directions. They are 
convinced that securing for women equality of status 
with men is the great need of women today and that 
other achievements will naturally follow. They believe 
that without this equality of status, women are build- 
ing on a foundation of sand rather than rock, and that 
without it they have no safeguard against the forces 
which are robbing women in other lands today and 
are divesting them of all gains. They believe the 

test danger to women in the United States now 
is unwarranted complacency. , 

The right to “life, liberty and the pursuit of happi- 
ness” for all citizens depends on their equality of status, 
without which this objective cannot be obtained. 

(Continued on Page 327) 
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Let Us Make Haste 


By Ethel Ernest Murrell, LL.B. 


@ EDITOR’S NOTE: Ethel Ernest Murrell, who is a native of Wyoming, is now a resident 
of Florida, where she conducts a radio broadcast entitled “Women and the Law”. She recently 
published a pamphlet on the status of women under Florida Law, entitled “Law for the Ladies”. 


OST OF US are old enough to remember when 
we flung that word “modern” around our age 
like a bright thus setting ourselves apart from 
all that had gone before with fine scorn for the bru- 
tality, stupidity and naivete of the ancients. 
Pogrom, despotism, militarism, suppression, and all 
intense nationalisms were dismissed with an airy wave 
of the hands, and labeled “unmodern,” “unmodern” 
being the most that could be said against any “ism” 
to warrant it antiquated beyond use. Subsequent 
events have shaken our fine faith to a degree, and we 


no longer freely apply the word “modern” as an anto- 
Dark Age. 


nym for 

Now we feel somewhat like people on a raft, skirting 
the edges of a whirlpool. The ocean has ceased to be 
calm, the fishing is no longer fun, but we still desper- 
et that we may keep our balance. To this end 
we have laid hold of every oar available. 
_ Fascism, Communism, and Militarism are main cur- 
rents sucking from the center of the whirlpool. In the 
waves thrown up by their motion, our raft rocks 


slightly. But these are well defined and well under- 


stood forces which we can circumnavigate. It is the 
hidden currents whose inward pull is just as power- 
ful, if more subtle, that we have to fear. They make 


themselves known under the guise of one hundred - 


percent Americanism, and purport to be steadying, 
rather than unsettling, the raft. 
As an example, state after state, growing alarmed 


_ by the unemployment problem, considers the passage 


of bills which will remove women from industry and 
the professions in order to give employment to young 
men. Already in many states married women have 
been barred aheslotely from the teaching professions. 
No questions are asked as to the fitness of the incum- 
bent, nor the effect on her students of replacing her 
with a less experienced person. Nor is it considered 
necessary to inquire whether or not the married 
woman’s need may be as great as that of her unmar- 
ried sister or her brother. Without thinking, legisla- 
ture after legislature has put through these bills dis- 
criminating against married women in the profes- 


sions. Consequently, marriages are kept secret, or 


irregular relationships are entered into. 


Others brand the machine a main factor in causing — 


unemployment. Yet we see no state legislature seri- 
ously considering the barring of machinery, nor hast- 
ening the passage of a law which would outlaw labor- 
saving inventions. It is clearly recognized that this 
would be a re ive step. Then it must be as 
clearly shown to the people of America that to render 
null and void the progress made by woman in the last 
one hundred years is quite as retrogressive as to step 
back from the mechanical age into the Neolithic age. 

Unemployment is a terrible ailment, but we must 
find some way of curing it, other than by depriving the 
race of its laborious advances. Unemployment has 
been cured in certain despotisms, but at what a price. 
And if the United States feels unwilling to pay that 


price, she must watch the subversive currents quite 


as closely as she watches the more obvious waves of the 
undertow. 


Modern women who laughed so scornfully at grand- 


mother in her corseted age, have only to look into the 


center of the whirlpool to see their modern sisters mir- 
rored as caught vices more closely resembling 
straight-jacket than corsets. It must make them watch 
and worry and guard their own hard-earned freedom. 


In the separate states women must fight, tooth and 


nail, to bar the passage of all discriminatory legisla- 


tion! 


Step by step, and little by little, woman has come 
out of slavery. Civilization after civilization has seen 
by a subsequent era of barbarism and illiteracy. Thi 
is, of course, the history of all mankind. For this 
reason, if for no other, let us hasten to adopt the 
Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution which 
will render impossible the passage of these piece-meal 
bits of legislation which as sure as we are born, are 
tugging from the center of the whirlpool. 


Doris Stevens Scores For Women 


Doris Stevens, chairman of the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women, has returned from her successful 
visit to the Dominican Republic, gratified that the 


promised recommendations of the President of the Re- 


public represent another gain for women. 

The following ial cable from Ciudad illo, 
Dominican Republic, aagented August 15 in the New 
York Times: 

President Rafael Leonidas Trujillo Molina and Doris 
Stevens of New York, chairman of the Inter Ameri- 
can Commission of Women, held an extensive confer- 
ence today at the President’s offices, concerning the 


_ legal position of Dominican women and Inter Ameri- 


can feminist prod ects. 

The President expressed great pleasure that Miss 
Stevens came here to confer on t matters. He 
promised Miss Stevens that he would make a public 
announcement before leaving the presidency, includ- 
ing the following recommendations: | 


1. Congress should start the necessary steps to accel- 
erate a constitutional revision granting woman suf- 


2. Being completely in accord with the principle of 
the equal nationality treaty signed by the government 
at Montevideo, the government should ratify it with 
the understanding t it be effective as soon as the 
constitution is brought into conformity with the treaty. 

8. Being wholly in accord with the principle of 
equality in the dominant article of the Montevideo 
equal rights treaty, he will recommend that the Domi- 
nican State Department’s committee on treaties study 
the possibilities of adherence to this treaty covering 
civil as well as political rights. 

On behalf of the Inter American Commission, cre- 
ated by the sixth Pan-American Conference, Miss Ste- 
vens expressed profound gratitude to President Tru- 
jillo for his attitude and understanding of the Domini- 
can women’s position and also for his invitation to the 
conference. leaving the offices Miss Stevens said 
that she was “delighted with the conference and highly 


pleased with its results.” | 


September 15, 1938 

‘ 

a 
a 

on 

+4 

{ 

al 
i 
f 4 
frage. 
Hee 
id 
| 
Wh 
| 


ori a2 4247 


September 15, 1938 


BQUAL RIGHTS 325 


Wage-Hour Administrator Andrews 
Says Labor Laws Should Be Equal 


Receiving a National Woman’s Party deputation 
Tuesday morning, August 30, in his office in the United 
States Labor Department, Elmer F. Andrews, Federal 
wage-hour administrator, said that for some time it 
had been his position that labor laws should apply to 
men and women workers alike. 

“Understand,” said Mr. Andrews, “that I believe 
there was some justification originally for labor laws 
for women only, but I believe times and conditions have 
changed and now labor laws should apply to workers 
alike.” 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, of the Woman’s Party, Na- 
tional Council, who led the deputation, expressed grati- 
fication over the fact that the new Wage-Hour law 
makes no distinction between men and women workers. 
She explained that labor laws for women only, so- 
called pe laws, resulted in women losing their 
jobs. To illustrate, at this point, she introduced 
Estelle Druitt, who ke for women who had 
lost their jobs as a result of the District of Columbia 
Minimum Wage Law for women, and who said that 
unless she found employment soon, it would be neces- 
sary to go on relief. | 

Laura Berrien, president of the National Association 
of Women Lawyers, discussed the legal aspects of dis- 
criminatory labor laws. Emma T. Hahm and Gertrude 
Crocker, explained their attitude as employers of labor, 
declaring their willingness to pay as high a wage as 
their business warranted, but explaining that they were 
necessarily limited to- what they could afford to pay. 

Helen Hunt West, editor of Equal Rights, was the 
last speaker. Mrs. West told the administrator that 
his statement to the effect that he believed that labor 
laws should apply to men and women workers alike 
was as gratifying as was the fact that the Wage-Hour 
Act contained no discrimination based on sex, since the 
manner of administering the Act was as important to 
women as was the Act itself. 


The attitude of the new Federal Administrator of 
the nation-wide Wage-Hour Law is in line with the 
growing tendency in this country to deal with those 
who work as Labor, regardless of sex. It is a sign of 
progress for the nation and is a distinct step forward 
in the campaign of women of the United States to se- 
cure the right to work for a living for themselves and 
their dependents just as men are free to do. 

If the nation-wide Wage-Hour law is administered 
in keeping with Mr. Andrews’ expressed conviction that 
there be no discrimination on the ground of sex, it will 
go a long way toward removing from government the 
stigma of dealing unjustly with women workers, and 
depriving women of their much needed jobs in the name 
of protection, 


World Federation Of Press Women 


Newswomen from 65 nations were descending on 
Budapest for the third conference of Women’s 
International Week. The observance begins tomorrow 
under the direction of a group of Hungarian women 
headed by the Archduchess gdalen. The Arch- 


duchess is the daughter of the head of the Hungarian 
branch of the Hapsburgs, the Archduke Joseph. 

A highlight of this year’s observance of Women’s 
International Week will be the organization of a world 
federation of press women.—Transradio News. — 


If Married Women Would Quit 


One of the most disturbing present-day trends of 
thought is that expressed by the arbitrary statement: 
“If the married women would quit, or be put out of 
their jobs, everything would be all right.” 


It was with regret, therefore, that I saw in a recent 
Monitor a dispatch from Urbana, Illinois, which 
quotes William J. Campbell, State Director of the 
National Youth Administration, at a Conference on 
the Problem of Higher Education, as saying that half 
of the 5,000,000 married women working in the United 
States could give up their jobs “without causing serious 


. financial distress,” and implying that this would make 


the perfect solution to the problem of jobless youth. 


If Mr. Campbell thinks that it would be a simple 
matter to shift jobs from their present holders to 

uths, then I am afraid he is overly sanguine. I 

lieve most employers would back me up in the state- 
ment that placing workers is not quite so easy a mat- 
ter as that. I question most decidedly the kind of 
thinking which would have us shift large bodies of 
people about so arbitrarily—it smacks too much of 
the joyous refrain which we used to hear before the 
repeal of prohibition: “Give us beer and we’ll drink 
our way out of the depression!” 


The only way to solve a problem, however, is to 
break it down into its component parts. “Thinking it 
through” may not be so easy—or so spectacular—or 
so pleasing to the sense of the exercise of bureaucratic 
power as abrupt and arbitrary changes affecting great 
masses of people. But it is the American way and the 
safe way. We need not regiment our citizenry in 
order to safeguard our youth. After all, women are 


‘citizens. And the very fact that Mr. Campbell holds 


the kind of position he does is a proof of the fact that 
American citizens are safeguarding their youth, 
through the many instruments they are setting up for 
their education and instruction. | | 


Let us find our answer to this problem—and a press- 
ing one we all admit it to be—by remembering man’s 
relationship to his Maker and the fact that he proves 
his sonship—never by displacing someone else from 
a position but by oe for himself the ever-avail- 
ability of good.—I. McG., of Chicago, Illinois, in a 
letter to the Christian Science Monitor. 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


I DISCOVERED the other day that I had missed 
an article by Inez Haynes Irwin in Good House- 
keeping with the arresting title “Should Women Take 
Over the World?” Because I never like to miss any- 
thing Mrs. Irwin writes about women, I hopefully 


asked in our village news store for the July number. 


The storekeeper found one under a pile of papers, and, 
proudly handing it to me, read aloud the title on the 
cover, “Should Women Take Over the World?” She 
looked at me a eS er and added, “I 
don’t think a woman should be President, do you ” 

“Yes, I do,” I replied, “Why Not?” : 

“Women,” she retorted determinedly, “always gum 
up the works when they hold important offices.” 

I couldn’t agree and I said so, wondering how this 
energetic woman, who all her life had steadied her 
husband and helped him in his business, and now ran 
the store, could have such a poor opinion of her sex. 

But Mrs. Irwin knows that women will not gum up 
the works. She thinks that is just what men have done. 
Her article is a tonic. Written in a humorous vein at 
which she is past master, it deals with men’s foibles 
and weaknesses, with just that light touch which men 
are so apt to use when discussing women. 

She tells just how women, when they take over the 
world, should handle men. Drone men, men who never 
work, and every family has at least one, should be 
put.on the dole and turned out into the pasture to 
sit in the sun. “They can do no harm to anyone there,” 


she adds, “themselves included. And—oh joy !—they 


will no longer be at home, sitting in the most comfort- 
able chair in the house, reading the sports page.” 

To take care of the bric-a-brac men, those handsome, 
athletic, well-dressed, magazine-cover men, women 
should establish hotels—bric-a-brac cabinets in which 
to house them. But the largest class of all, the Genius 
men, should be given the chance they crave, unlimited 
leisure to create. And because we cannot trust men 
to make good use of their creations, they should be 
turned over to women to place, handle, and develop. 

Men with their inventions, she says, are like children 
playing with matches. “They invent chemistry merci- 
fully to preserve life . . . and hideously to destroy life 
through explosive shells and poison gas.” 

“Women,” she maintains, “as far as practical mat- 
ters are concerned, are far more patient, more astute, 
more far-seeing than men.” 


Then she explains what she means by women taking ~ 


over the world. She wants them to take over the gen- 
eral housekeeping of government which men have 
gummed up—to keep countries clean and their inhabi- 
tants well, busy, and happy; producing hygienic food 
stuffs, providing good schools, making wise laws and 
seeing they are observed, not creating wars, but main- 
taining peace. 

Men, she says, know everything about finance, but 
nothing about money. “They know nothing about 
management and organization. They do not know how 


to keep the world clean and to maintain law and order. 


They appear to like war. They are romanticists.” 


“Women know how to spend money. They are born 
managers and organizers. They insist upon cleanli- 
ness, law, order. They hate war. They are realists.” 

But you must read the whole article for yourselves. 
Hunt up a copy of the magazine. Have a good laugh. 
And then, “let’s roll up our sleeves and go to work.” 


Women Are Saying 


“The need of the world today—and perhaps its 
greatest need—is to find a new point of view. Human- 
ity has thought along existing lines for so long that 
it has become stale in its thinking. Has it ever occurred 
to you how outworn the economic thinking of the world 
is—capable, for instance, of destroying its food with 
hungry millions yet on its hands? Or of piling up 
armaments while it declares for peace? wi? Bn 
tired. If men could see a better way they would take 
it. Only they are too tired. But the trained woman is 
not tired. She is new to the ways of economics. Women, 
versed in business methods, yet seeing them from her 
own novel angle, may yet discover a way out. She 
comes in as the trained outsider. 


“To make this practical—this is important. Make 
a purposeful effort to encourage the women them- 
selves. Two generations of business women, out in 
a new world, have not suffered to rid women of a sense 
of business inferiority. One in a hundred of them will 
push her way to the front. The remaining ninety-nine 
will hesitate. They need encouragement. Believe in 
women as a whole and go on believing. This attitude 
of thinking will afford a kind of vicarious courage 
which will serve its purpose until the more assured 
thing comes along.”—Gordon Holmes, of London, 
Financier. 

From article by Phyllis Lovell, Christian Science 
Monitor, August 31, 1938. 


Seek Equal Rights In Party 

Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, Democratic national com- 
mitteewoman, and Mrs. Edith B. DeWitt, state vice 
chairman, joined yesterday with nine other Democratic 
women in a fight to obtain greater recognition for their 
sex in their party’s affairs. 

They had on file in Dauphin county court a peti- 
tion for a charter for “The Democratic Minute Women 
of Pennsylvania.” 

The aim, their papers said, was “to improve the 
status of Democratic women of Pennsylvania by en- 
actment of proper legislation so that Democratic 
women of Pennsylvania will have equal rights.” 

- Directors, besides Mrs. Miller and Mrs. DeWitt, 
were listed as Mary Jane Carter, of Harrisburg; 
Ysabel H Kauffman, of Montourville, and Leah 8S. 
Pollock, of Scranton. Other incorporators are Helen 
B. Shearer, of Carlisle, treasurer; Lela Ross Kyle, 
Butler; Sara G. Garvey, Sharon; Ruth A. Keck, Allen- 
town; Mary R. Stouck, Lock Haven, and Theresa R. 
Lane, Colonial Park.—Harrisburg (Pa.) Associated 
pf dispatch to Easton (Pa.) Express, August 31, 


Pioneer Woman Lawyer Speaks ° 


Mary Florence Lathrop, who has practiced law for 
forty-one years and was the first woman admitted to 
membership in the American Bar Association, passed 
the Colorado Bar examinations years ago with a grade 
of 96, which, according to a newspaper report, is still 
the record for Colorado. 

Miss Lathrop, who attended the conventions of the 
National Association of Women Lawyers and the 
American Bar Association in Cleveland, Ohio, told 
newspaper interviewers there that things are still 
“pretty difficult for women” in the practice of law. 
“A girl must know much more than a boy,” she said, 
“or she hasn’t a chance.” | 
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News From Australia 


Ms LAURA GAPP, of Australia, vice president 
of the United Associations of Women, a guest at 
Alva Belmont House during the past year, writes 
interestingly of happenings in her island country. 

Mrs. Gapp, who is prominent in the woman move- 
ment nationally and internationally, writes: 

So many times I’ve thought of your request for a 
small article on Equal Rights, but I’ve never been able 


to bring myself to do it, so ’'m doing the next best 


thing and sending you reports of other people. 

As you know, we recently finished the Women’s 
International Conference in connection with our 150th 
Birthday celebrations—lots of fuss and excitement. 
Still, Mrs. Littlejohn’s speech did arouse them and 
make them take notice as never before. She was very 
thrilling really, and we were justly proud of her. | 

‘There was on the platform—one Mr. Josiah 
Stamp, the most subtle and plausible international 
financier it was possible to listen to. He talked down 
to the women the while, showing how very for- 
tunate they were to be living under such a wonderful 
flag, where we have the choice of wearing sandals or 
high heel shoes, or even clogs if we liked. We could 
wear silk stockings, if we liked, or none at all if we 
liked. But he was quite sure the time must come for us 
to plan. Planning was his theme song, with security of 
profits the high note—not how much the people of the 
world can eat, drink and wear, but how little, in order 
that nations shall not suffer these shocks in the form of 
depressions. He was very, very wise, but he did not get 
away with it, because the women simply bombarded 
him with questions after he had finished, such as: 
“Why do they burn the coffee? Why do they throw 


away the milk? Why does our fruit waste in the 


orchards when our children should be having it?” In 
answer he was pleased to say that he was glad to know 
women knew so much about world affairs. 

We had some fun as well. Miss Hinder of China 
was fine and two Chinese ladies and a couple of Indian 
gentlemen. They were the most gracious and gener- 
ous speakers I have ever had the pleasure of hearing. 

The Federation of Women Voters had a three-day 
conference. Our Grace Scobie was fine. She was at her 
best and told us all where we got off, and we loved it. 

Now I’m wondering where do we go from here. 
Meeting at the same time, and in fact closing with the 
Federation Conference, was a conference on Equal 
Pay for the Sexes. I hope to be able to get a copy of 
the report for you. It was a successful affair and 
should be productive of much good. 

I have been very busy since I returned from the 
United States—sixteen talks and two broadcasts—and 
all the celebrations and conferences. There was our 
International Women’s Day, which we made a special 
feature this year, and then there was a Peace Con- 
ference for a week. We have been very busy, but it is 
not half busy enough. We have so little time and so 
much to do. I am so afraid we shall have our democ- 
racy taken from us before we know where we are. 
Then we will be e. We shall suffer the same fate 
as the women of Germany and Italy, and which those 
in Austria now suffer. .. . 


Transportation Information 


For information concerning special train and bus 
rates to the Detroit Convention, communicate with 
Emma Wheeler, 144 B Street N. E., Washington, D. C. 
Telephone 1210. 

‘ Complete transportation details will appear in the 
r 1 issue of Equal Rights. 


Convention Important 


(Continued from Page 323) 


The National Woman’s Party at its biennial conven- 
tion will take stock and complete its plans for a vig- 
orous nationwide campaign for the ual Rights 
Amendment. The three-day program will include a 
luncheon and breakfast meeting and on the evening 
of October 9 the Convention will close with a “Democ- 
racy for Women Rally,” honoring women nominees for 
Congress. At this meeting there will be several na- 
tionally known ers, who will urge the passage 
of the Equal Rights Amendment as the means of 
extending Democracy to women. 

An interesting feature of the Convention will be the 
Reunion of the Suffrage Prisoners and Pickets, who 
will be honored at a luncheon on October 8. Already 
many have signified their intention of attending. These 
veterans of the campaign for the enfranchisement of 
women, are the connecting link of that campaign with 
the present campaign for the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, which will complete the task the Suffrage 
Amendment started. 

“The Need for the Immediate Passage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment” will be the theme for the banquet, 
which will be an event of the night of October 8. 

All sessions will be held at the Book-Cadillac Hotel, 
Convention Headquarters. 

Women of the National Woman’s Party have a 
responsibility and they have never failed to meet it. 
It is of the greatest importance at this time that they 
attend the Biennial Convention, lending their support 
and contributing ideas to the furtherance of a cam- 
paign, the result of which will mean as much to the 
women of the country as the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion in 1787 meant to men. The re-kindling of the 
flame, which twenty-five years ago, under the leader- 
ship of Alice Paul, resulted in enfranchising women 
of the United States, could well mean adding to the 
Federal Constitution the Equal Rights Amendment, 
freeing women from the oppression of unequal laws. 

As members of the National Woman’s Party, we 


must accept the challenge! As pioneers in the cause 


of freedom for women of our nation, we must complete 
our task! If our task is well done, the next Biennial 
Convention may be for the purpose of campaigning 
for ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Attend the Convention in Detroit and help to sound 
the clarion call to women of the United States to join 
in the crusade to make our women free to the same 
extent our men are free. Come to Detroit and help to 
win for women a share in Democracy! 


Action Of Women’s Relief Corps 
Adds 150,000 Women To Campaign 


The Women’s National Relief Corps in Convention 
in Des Moines, Iowa, adopted a resolution endorsing 


_the proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the Consti- 


tution of the United States, thereby becoming the fif- 
teenth national organization in the campaign to secure © 
equal rights between men and women. 

News of the action of the Women’s Relief Corps, 
which has a membership in the neighborhood of 150,- 
000, was contained in a telegram from Des Moines to 
the National Headquarters of the National Woman’s 


Party. | 
The Relief Corps had invited the Woman’s Party 
to extend a greeting to the Convention. 
Details of the action taken at the Convention will 
be included in a future issue of EQUAL RIGHTs. 
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The Ha lan acter. It became discreetly rowdy, a place where 
PPY Is d things happened; if there were fist fights, they 

By Dawn Powell. 299 pages. $2.50. Far- Me were between earls or cinema stars and made the - 

rar & Inc. | newspapers and camera weeklies, so that all the 

by INEZ HAYNES IRWIN. =, best people, seething with photogenic grudges, 


Dawn Powell is the wittiest woman in Ameri : 
Dorothy me no Parkers! 
the wittiest woman in America. She has all Dorothy, 
Parker’s acuteness but none of her bite. No matter. 
how baleful her satiric grimace, a dimple always shows) 


somewhere. 


Like her last book, Turn, Magic Wheel,. 
The Happy Island is the city of New. 


I repeat—Dawn Powell 


e scene of 
ork. Miss 


fought for tables. A string trio of elegant darkies — 
entertained, tro 
above an electric’ 
room. At ten the fountain disappeared into the | 
floor and bécame. 
knows what the stritig” trie- 

performed at midnight; and wh 
a dozen people ever heard her, her fame rested. 
not on that loyal dozen but on the hundreds who 


or style, during dinner seated 

ountain in the middle of ‘the 
a mirror dance floor, and “God 

Prudence 

ile not moré than” 


Powell knows our metropolis intimatély. In my reads.” her performance and enjoyed themselves 


ing experience, the only other author who is as at home | 
there is O’Henry. - She writes of it as those who write,, | 
not about their native terrain, but of the place where 
they prefer to be; writes about it as one who, at the! 
same time, entertains an active distaste for it and keeps * 
falling under its enchantment... Louis Bromfield has. 
a novel about New York, Twenty-Four Hours, ~ 
ut Mr. Bromfield only skims the surface.. In other’ 
words, his New. York might be Chicago, Philadelphia, » 
Paris or London. But The Happy Island could be writ~ 
ten about no other city. Its specific locale is bounded ; 
by: Fifty-ninth Street on the North,. 
Square on the South, Park Ayenue.on the East, and 
Seventh Avenue on 
neither. people nor id 
amazing with what charm She manages to infuse a:’: 
that, from beginning to end, concerns itself ne 
highly unpalatable people. 
_ In reading The Happy Island I tried to ‘note para- © 
graphs which illustrate Dawn antic, impish, 
and -Puckish quaintness. 


book 


| 


: ing night, for 


versary under one name. A small © 
‘taurant, it had been opening and | 
years under different names .and in different na- 
_ tional disguises, uncertain whether to be quiet and 
smart, noisy and intimate; foreign-flavored and; 

_ cosmopolitan, or just a shambl fee 
_ Prudence Bly as entertainer had solved this 
for" her clientele at once it a char- ~ 


“Washington, 
the West. Miss Powell minced 


1938. 


~ 


But*if tre book. An to 


y day for meds Vedado, this open- = 
marked its first full-year’s anni- 

nsive res- 
utting for 


4 

Cu 
es. The arrival of k 


We urge ‘National’ Woman’ 8 ‘Party Members to Patronize our 


Advertizers. | They are our friends ond we recommend them. 


ring it in’ their own rudefashion and thanked — 
her for the coincidence.” | 


This again is a book: that-1lo woman of any genera- 
tion previous to Miss Powell's could _ written. 


In the of Time, Inc., may do research, 
scrub floors, answer-l 
copy, presumably’ because they don’t know how. “Re 
cently this column disclosed that a of women 
research workers’ at Fortune had submitted a mem- 
orandum protesting’ against’ editorial distortion of 
,. phrases nor ‘epithets. It is their findings: Now it is reported that the memoran- 
dum was so well written, that it made a deep yo se] 


t they may never write 


sion on “the” managing ‘editor. He has been as 
“What man wrote that letter?” —The rn. June 18, 


- Women. In 


In the recent tennis.competition in the Longwood 
Bowl, Brookline, Mass., there were entered in 
women’s division what the New York Times walled 
“a strong cast.”’ 
scheduled to play. 
Among the men there were such experts as a Davis 
veteran and.others ranking high nationally. 
fomen. are holding their own in the field of ate 
and particularly in tennis where such stars as Helen 
Wills Moody. and Helen Jacobs whom men tennis play- 


. There were in all eighteen women 
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